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What if a grain of rice  
corresponded to a byte? 

 

Let us imagine a memory technology where one rice grain 

store one byte. What will be the weigh of your tablet? 
 

32 bytes (as the first Intel memory in 1970) 

 
The weight of 32 grains of rice is 1 gram 

 
 

1 kilo bytes  
 
The weight of 1024 ≈  103 grains is   

28 grams 
 
 

 
 

1 mega bytes  106 grains 

 
The weight of 1048576 ≈  106 grains is   

28 kg 
 
 

 
 

1 giga bytes 109 grains 

 
The weight of 109 grains is   

28 tons 
What swiss people use in 4 months 
  
 

1 tera bytes 1012 

 
The weight of 1012 grains is   

28'000 tons 
What Ukraine was used to produce  
in one year 

 
 

1 peta bytes 1015 
 

The weight of 1015 grains is   
28'000'000 tons 

World production for many years  

 

With one mega 106 byte memory words, there's not much you 

can do; you need at least one giga (109 memory words - 

1 trillion, say the English, 1 milliard en français.  

CERN's computers use petabytes  of memory. 
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