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1. Introduction

The Microchip PIC family of microcontrollers is advertised as easy to learn due to its mere 33
instructions (RISC-like). However, one needs to spend some time to fully understand its architecture,
specific features, and the rather unusual mechanism of several instructions. Programming in PIC
assembly is quite different from the other well known microcontrollers, such as the 8051, the HC11,
or the B88XXX. The benefits of using the PIC family have proven to be worthwhile. They are easy to
purchase even in small quantities, inexpensive, they come in small devices (as small as 8-pin and as
light as 59 mg), have minute power requirements, high execution speeds, code protection, offer lower
cost third party development tools, etc.
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